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ihip^s yeoman pulled him out by the heels and had
him before the mate. Two other stowaways had
already been found and sent ashore; but by this
time darkness had fallen, they were out in the middle
of the estuary, and the last steamer had left them till
the morning.

6 Take him to the forecastle and give him a meaV
said the mate, c and see and pack him off the first
thing to-morrow.0

In the forecastle he had supper, a good night's rest,
and breakfast; and was sitting placidly with a pipe,
fancying all was over and the game up for good with
that ship, when one of the sailors grumbled out an
oath at him, with a c What are you doing there ? "*
and c Do you call that hiding, anyway ?' There was
need of no more; Alick was in another bunk before
the day was older. Shortly before the passengers
arrived, the ship was cursorily inspected. He heard
the round come down the companion and look into
one pen after another, until they came within two of
the one in which he lay concealed. Into these last
two they did not enter, but merely glanced from
without; and Alick had no doubt that he was per-
sonally favoured in this escape. It was the character
of the man to attribute nothing to luck and but little
to kindness; whatever happened to him he had
earned in his own right amply; favours came to him
from his singular attraction and adroitness, and mis-
fortunes he had always accepted with his eyes open.
Half an hour after the searchers had departed, the
steerage began to fill with legitimate passengers, and
the worst of Alick's troubles was at an end. He was
soon making himself popular, smoking other people's